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witnesses no less credible. Further, we are not justified in concluding that a people has no religion because it has "no public worship nor any word for God." It is clearly proved that the Canadian Indians believed in supernatural beings, and, in fact, in legions of spirits. The sorcery prevalent among them may be viewed as a perverted1 form of worship. The Koniagas even believe in a chief deity, the Thlinkets in a creator of all beings and things, the Haidahs suppose the great solar spirit to be the Creator and Supreme Ruler, &c. &c. Belief in a former of the universe is, in fact, the rule among the North American Indians. The exceptions are few and doubtful.1 Sir J. Lubbock, passing from North America to Polynesia and Australasia, thus continues: " In the ' Voyage de FAstrolabe' it is stated that the natives of the Samoan and Solomon Islands in the Pacific had no religion ; and in the ' Voyage of the Novara' the same is said of the Caroline Islanders. The Samoans 'have neither moraes, nor temples, nor altars, nor offerings, and consequently none of the sanguinary rites observed at the other groups. In consequence of this, the Samoans were considered an impious race; and their impiety became proverbial with the people of Rarotonga, for, when upbraiding a person who neglected the worship of the gods, they would call 1 See Appendix XXVII.